Prakruthi-VOFA Sadbhavana Yatra to Vidarbha : Farmer Suicides in Maharashtra
10th July to 13th July 2006

Farmer suicides have reached alarming epidemic proportions both in number and in seriousness, unnoticed and neglected by all including authorities, people and the media. Nobody has bothered as to why farmers resort to suicides and what the government and people could have done and can do to save farmers from resorting to sacrificing their own lives. Starting in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka in the year 2002-03, farmer suicides have spread to Maharashtra. Even Punjab, India’s granary and touted as the most fertile state as far as agriculture produce is concerned, is not left out.
Maharashtra tragically leads the country with 592 farmer suicides from June 2005 till 20 June 2006, mainly in the cotton growing belt ranging from Vidarbha (comprising of Nagpur, Wardha, Gadchiroli, Gondia, Yavatmal Districts) and extending upto Akola and Buldana districts. And yet, nobody has shown concern to this cancerous spread. 
Farmer suicides are due to utter neglect by every sector of the society to the plight of small and marginal farmers. And the small farmer pursuing farming as the sole activity for sustenance has realised that he is alone in this world of growing social divide. He is under deep debt, may it be from financial institutions like banks or from “sahukars”. The government contributes to his hopelessness by resorting to programmes like fixing the totally unworkable Minimum Support Prices and by exposing him to big predatory business outfits that are out to strangulate him. Its approach is totally regressive and anti-farmer.
We, sustaining on what the farmer produces, are no less guilty of neglect of this critically important section of the society. The farmer has lost confidence in himself as well as in his important role to sustain the community. Devoid of any hope and seeing no recourse, he is sacrificing his life to escape the ghostly reality. 
The society has a responsibility and a duty to extend moral support and to be by the side of farmers and victim families in their most critically life threatening situation. With a view to provide solace, Prakruti and Vidarbha Organic Farmers Association have decided to undertake a Sadbhavana Yatra to the affected region for being with the families that have lost their main provider of livelihood to them. The idea is to create a feeling of warmth amongst victim families and try to organise local support, the most minimum that any human endowed with conscience would do in this hopeless situation. 
We invite concerned citizens to be part of the Sadbhavana Yatra to Vidarbha to express our deep sense of grief for their loss and to make them feel that they are not isolated and forsaken in their hour of distress. We need to extend solidarity to the distressed families and to make them feel that they are not alone when the farmer has laid down his life on the altar of materialistic and consumerist approach manifested everywhere. 
The Yatra will commence from 7.00 hrs on Monday 10th July after the Nagpur Vidarbha Express from Mumbai arrives at Dhamangaon, a railway station on the the CR sector of Mumbai-Nagpur-Kolkata railway line. Those starting from Mumbai can join us in catching this train leaving Mumbai CST at 19.35 hours on Sunday 9th July. Arriving at Dhamangaon at 7.35 am, we will be in Vidarbha and neighbouring areas till the departure in the evening of Thursday 13th July.

Others who intend to directly come to Dhamangaon are expected to reach Dhamangaon Railway Station by 7:00 am on 10th July. From there, the group would remain together throughout travelling by chartered bus/vehicle and staying together. 
Looking forward to being with us on this Sadbhavana Yatra, we remain,
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